May 19th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Again, happy birthday for the other day! Thinking of you.

Another week has gone. I am feeling rather tired with all the pressure revising the HK Chemistry book. Have done 22 of the 27 chapters but have to go through them again making more changes to try to satisfy the intent of the new syllabus. Tough work.
More right-of-abode people being rounded up and sent back to the mainland. Apparently, the police are allowed to knock down doors if they are not opened after 30 minutes. And they are knocking down doors to get the people. The police are still in the news for the wrong reasons. A couple of days ago, the deputy chief of the police narcotics department together with several others were arrested by the ICAC. It is alleged that he had been tipping of people and places of police raids. Unfortunately, there must still be a degree of corruption within the police force. 

Still discussion about pork distributors in HK. The main concern is that there is only importer allowed and so he has a monopoly. There is also a wider concern of monopolies or cartels (groups working together and acting like monopolies) in HK, a place which is supposed to be free for competition. Of course, many places restrict competition and free trade, one of the worst being the US! Just last week they again gave substantial subsidies to many kinds of farmers. And some time ago, a 30% tariff (tax) was slapped on imported steel in order to protect the US steel industry which is less that efficient. And this from a government that forces its way into other countries in the name of free trade. No wonder poorer countries complain that they cannot export to the US because of the protected markets there. 

HK University has appointed a new Vice Chancellor. He is a former student of a local school who went to the US to study and work. Fixed penalty tickets at $650 are to be issued to people who litter, spit and otherwise mess up the place. It won’t be only the police who can issue the tickets – staff from some other government departments will be able to do so too. The scheme has not started yet as staff from the departments are still being trained on how to issue them. Remember the mentally retarded boy who wandered across the border and disappeared? (Mentioned on the news that this was nearly 2 years ago; it can’t be that long as I was not here 2 years ago and the incident happened while I was here.) Well, his mother got another phone call from a farmer in GuangXi claiming he was looking after the boy and asking for money. The mainland police checked and found that the man had been in jail and could not have been looking after him. Apparently, the boy’s mother has been getting a lot of similar calls, photographs and letters with the people asking for money. But all have proved false. 

The guy from the gym recently returned from his home village in Nepal after a couple of weeks holiday. He brought me a cotton T-shirt with the sentence “On top of the world. Everest, Nepal.” Rather nice of him. Have been doing slightly lighter workouts in the gym and keeping away from the rowing machine. The back injury I have told you about has almost gone now. But it has certainly taken some time to do so. At the pool, they are providing some kick boards, so I am now using these for some of my laps. 

Have been getting some moderately heavy rain recently though not enough to cause flooding. Most of the time I do not notice it as the rain cannot be heard from inside here unless it actually blowing onto the windows rather than just falling straight down.

Tomorrow is a public holiday for Buddha’s birthday. Makes no difference to me as my work still has to be done holiday or not. 

That’s about if for now. Have written more than I thought I could and certainly more than was written in my diary. 

Cheers.
Dad
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